
 
1 

 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RETREAT 
Meeting Minutes of June 18, 2020 

Virtual Zoom meeting 
 

 
ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Jim Cooper (Gary Franks)-Chair City of Olympia P 
Gary Edwards  Thurston County Commissioners’ 

Office 
E 

E.J. Zita (Joe Downing) Port of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey-Vice Chair City of Tumwater E 
Michael Steadman (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
James Blair City of Yelm P 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative 

and Agricultural Representative -
non-voting member 

P 

Burton Guttman  District #2, Citizen Representative  NP 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair  District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 
Vacant City of Rainier  
Vacant Town of Bucoda  
Vacant Business Representative  

 
Staff Present: Jennifer Walker, Mark McElroy, Amanda Romero, Rob Pudner and Angela Celestine – Public 
Works; Art Starry and Chris Hawkins– Public Health and Social Services.  
 
Guests Present: Peter Lyon – Department of Ecology; Steve Gilmore – Republic Services; Nick Harbert – 
Waste Management; Olivia Williams and Wendy Mifflin – HDR. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 18, 2020 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) retreat was called to order at 1:05 
p.m. by the Chair Jim Cooper.  
 
 



 
2 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
Dave Waterson made a motion to approve the June 18, 2020 retreat agenda; Delroy Cox seconded 
the motion. The SWAC voted and unanimously approved. 
 

3. REVIEW OF SWMP 
 
Before reviewing the Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP), Wendy Mifflin thanked staff from 
Thurston County Solid Waste, Public Health and Social Services, and Public Works Accounting for 
responding quickly to requests for information while putting together the SWMP. Wendy also 
thanked staff from the City of Olympia Waste Resources, Waste Connections, Republic Services 
and the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) for providing input on the plan. Wendy 
stated the SWMP is on schedule. Appendices and the Contamination Reduction and Outreach 
Plan (CROP) will be ready for the July SWAC meeting; a draft went out to the City of Olympia and 
Waste Connections for feedback.  
 
Wendy went over the SWMP mission statement and goals. Jim Cooper proposed incorporating 
equity in the goals. E.J. Zita suggested incorporating climate change, and environmental and 
financial sustainability. Rene Radcliff Sinclair suggested including landfill gas for appropriate and 
beneficial use under economic sustainability. Michael Steadman requested including efficient and 
effective waste transportation goals.  
 
Wendy gave a high-level review of the SWMP beginning with Chapter 1. Delroy asked if the 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan (HWMP) would be submitted with the 
SWMP. Wendy clarified that the HWMP was a separate document and was only referenced in the 
SWMP. Art Starry indicated that the HWMP would begin the update process next year. Zita 
suggested adding links or footnotes to sources referenced and referencing the Thurston Climate 
Mitigation Plan (TCMP). Peter Lyon suggested adding a general statement on environmental 
justice.  
 
Jim requested a red-line draft of changes made. Wendy said she planned to send out a red-line 
draft. At the July meeting, she hoped to get through the rest of the chapters then send out a final 
red-line draft prior to the August meeting for approval.  
 
Wendy moved onto Chapter 2. Zita remarked that graphical information alongside the data tables 
would be helpful. Wendy stated she would work with Amanda Romero to add that. Chad Sutter 
inquired if the data the DOE provided on recycled and diverted materials was based on flow for 
the whole County or just the WARC. Wendy remarked that it was for the whole county. Jim asked 
why the information was so old. Peter indicated there were several reasons the latest data DOE 
has released is from 2017 including staffing issues.  Peter touched on how the data is reported to 
DOE clarifying there are two groups who report data to DOE, permitted and voluntary, and the 
information is collated by county.  
 
Wendy gave an overview to Chapter 3. Zita asked about the condition of the HazoHouse referring 
to electrical issues mentioned in prior SWAC meetings. Wendy clarified the electrical issues were 
outside of the HazoHouse. Mark further explained the electrical issues were related to LeMay and 
have been remedied. Zita referred to Table 3.4 commenting a graphic illustration would be 
useful. Wendy said she’d work with Amanda to get a graphic illustration inserted. Delroy asked 
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about the footprint photo map of the Roosevelt Landfill and its capacity. Steve Gilmore 
commented that there is still about 85 years of life left for the landfill, and it could be expanded. 
Zita proposed making the SWMP compatible with the Thurston Climate Mitigation Plan (TCMP). 
Wendy stated she would check to see if that language was already in the SWMP as a 
recommendation. 
 
Wendy explained that the CROP is referenced in Chapter 4. The draft CROP will be included in an 
Appendix and brought to the SWAC in August. She noted input provided by the Solid Waste 
educators hasn’t been incorporated into Chapter 4 yet.  
 
In the interest of time and since Chapter 5 is substantial, Wendy moved on to Chapter 6. Wendy 
communicated that Chapter 6 was reviewed by Public Health and Social Services (PHSS) staff. The 
input received was incorporated in the chapter. Jim commented that the section referring to 
asbestos and the section referring to construction and demolition debris should include the 
Olympic Clean Air Agency as the regulator for handling those materials. Jim suggested adding 
definitions in the section for vactor waste and decant.  
 
Peter referred to the title of Chapter 6, Special Wastes, recommending it be changed because the 
term special waste has a legal meaning that could cause some confusion. Peter reported that 
DOE was paying disposal costs for solid waste associated with homeless encampments and is in a 
pilot program with the City of Olympia. Peter proposed adding language about solid waste from 
homeless encampments to the SWMP in order to qualify for grants. Peter asked if the SWMP 
cross referenced the Thurston County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan regarding 
debris management. Jennifer Walker clarified debris management is part of the larger 
comprehensive plan.  
 
Wendy outlined the next chapters to review at the July meeting. 
 
The June 18, 2020 SWAC retreat adjourned at 3 pm. 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for July 8, 2020 at 2:00 pm. as a Virtual Zoom Meeting. 
Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


